Step-by Step Instructions for Using Census 2000 Data to

Estimate Risk Of Lead Hazards Using Findings from the National Survey of Lead

Use with the Housing Risk Data Spreadsheet posted at http://www.afhh.org/res/res_pubs/HousingRiskDataSpreadsheet.xls 

1.  Obtain data for the age of your jurisdiction’s housing stock that corresponds with the time periods pre-1940, 1940-1959, 1960-1977, and 1978-1998.  You can get a table showing 2000 census data for housing units in any jurisdiction by the decade that they were built by going on the internet to the US Census Bureau website:

a. Copy into your internet browser: http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTGeoSearchByListServlet?ds_name=DEC_2000_SF3_U&state=dt&mt_name=DEC_2000_SF3_U_H034&_lang=en&_ts=65103184930
b. Choose selection method: List
c. Select the type of geographic area for which you want data: 

i. For a state: choose State, then scroll through the list to select the name of the state, then hit the button below this list that says “ADD” and then the button to the right of the box that says “SHOW TABLE”, OR
ii. For a county: choose County, then scroll through the list to select the name of the state; then scroll through the next list under “one or more geographic areas” to select the name of the county from the list, hit the button below this list that says “ADD” and then the button to the right of the box that says “SHOW TABLE”; OR
iii. For cities and other geographic units below the county level: choose Place, then scroll through the list to select the name of the state; then scroll through the next list under “one or more geographic areas” to select the name of the county from the list,, hit the button below this list that says “ADD” and then the button to the right of the box that says “SHOW TABLE”; 
In the next window, you will see a table “H34. Year Structure Built” that shows housing data by year structure built for the area you selected.  

2. Copy the Census Data into the Housing Risk Data Spreadsheet
a. Save a copy of the Housing Risk Data Spreadsheet to your network, drive or disk.

b. Select the first tab marked “LOCAL DATA.” 

c. Copy table H34 (all of the rows and columns, but not the title, note, footnote, or surrounding spaces) from the Internet browser and paste it, after clicking on the cell at the top left corner, into the “LOCAL DATA” worksheet of the Housing Risk Data Spreadsheet, on top of the sample table for Chicago. 

d. If copying the table from your browser did not produce a two-column, 11-row table in the spreadsheet, try other ways of copying the numbers into the second column of the LOCAL DATA worksheet; be sure to put the name of the place in the first row of the second column.

3. View the estimate of the risk of lead hazards. 
a. Click on the second tab “Local Estimate of Housing Risk” in the spreadsheet.  
b. You should not type data into this table – the table should already show results calculated from the data you pasted into the LOCAL DATA tab.  
c. The total number of units at the bottom of the first column should equal the total of your housing stock minus the number of units built after 1998: go back to LOCAL DATA tab to check this.  

In this table, the census data is distributed in columns by the risk categories (Priority Hazards, Some Lead Hazards, Lead Paint but No Lead Hazards, and Lead-Free), based on the number of units built within each time period as distributed in rows.  

4. View a pie chart showing the data for the estimate of the risk of lead hazards.
a. Click on the third tab “Pie Chart.”  To change the name of the chart (e.g. to insert the name of the jurisdiction), click on the text box surrounding the title.  To change the labels right-click the pie chart and select “format data labels”. 

Each section of the pie represents one of the risk categories (Priority Hazards, Some Lead Hazards, Lead Paint but No Lead Hazards, and Lead-Free).  

The final tab in the Housing Risk Data Spreadsheet shows the data and percentage distributions of lead-based paint and lead hazards from the National Survey of Lead and Allergens in Housing by year built as well as some other factors.

Email jmalone@afhh.org with any questions. 
