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Advocates in {YOUR CITY} Herald Arrival of Lead Safe Work Practice Requirements; Urge {YOUR STATE} to Adopt Rule with More Stringent Requirements

{YOUR CITY, STATE}: The US EPA today released long overdue regulations intended to protect children, workers, and occupants from exposure to lead during renovation, repair, and painting activities in homes built before 1978 and child occupied buildings.  The new regulations will have dramatic public health benefits for families and construction workers across the nation.

Lead poisoning remains a major problem in {YOUR CITY}.  Last year, according to the local health department, over XXX children were poisoned by lead. Today’s rule will help reduce this number by preventing the presence of lead hazards following renovation activity.  

Complying with today’s rule will require anyone who performs renovation, remodeling, or painting work for pay in homes built before 1978 to take simple, low-cost precautions to avoid creating and spreading leaded dust, and to clean up any dust that is generated.  They will also need to complete a one-day training and provide their employees with hands-on training.  Dangerous work practices, including power sanding, open flame burning, and sandblasting on painted surfaces are prohibited by the rule. 

Now that EPA has set the baseline for lead-safe work practices, states have the option of adopting and enforcing the rule. In this process, the state may add additional protections recommended by health experts, but not included by the EPA. Most notably the rule lacks a credible method to ensure that lead dust created by the renovation was actually removed. Rather than utilizing a scientifically proven method that measures the amount of lead, known as clearance, the EPA rule requires a simple visual assessment.

“Today’s rule is a significant step forward and will help protect our children,” stated {ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVE}.  “However, more needs to be done. This rule must be enforced on a local level if it is to be effective. We strongly encourage {YOUR STATE} to adopt EPA’s rules and strengthen them.”
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