	Lead test a must for Medicaid enrollees 
	
	


Children enrolled in Medicaid have a greater chance of having elevated blood lead levels than other children, according to a study released by the U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO) in January. Using national data on children’s blood lead levels from 1991 through 1994, the GAO showed that 60 percent of all children with blood lead levels above 10 mg/dL were enrolled in Medicaid. Of those above 20 mg/dL, at least 83 percent were enrolled in Medicaid. 

In addition, only 20 percent of children enrolled in Medicaid during the same years had been tested for lead poisoning. About one-third of all children are enrolled in Medicaid. 

Since 1989, federal law has required that children enrolled in Medicaid be screened for lead poisoning. Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) policy calls for children enrolled in Medicaid to have their blood lead measured at 12 and 24 months of age, while children ages 36 to 72 months should be tested if they were missed (State Medicaid Manual. September 1998. Paragraph 5132.2). 

Children enrolled in Medicaid must be tested for lead poisoning. They are at higher risk for lead poisoning, and it is a legal requirement. While children enrolled in Medicaid in some states ultimately may be shown to be at low risk, no waivers of this legal requirement now exist. HCFA has not yet set criteria for such waivers. 

The Health Center Program administered by the Health Resources and Services Administration also requires primary health services provided by its centers to include screening for elevated blood lead levels. The program provides primary care services in medically underserved areas. 
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